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Summary of the Integrated Research Training Group
In addition to conducting outstanding scientific research, the CRC 1261 aims to provide an exceptional educational experience for young researchers to prepare them for their future careers. The Integrated Research Training Group (IRTG) within the CRC focuses on promoting scientific independence and interdisciplinary training for all early-stage researchers. The IRTG's program also emphasizes the development of key qualifications needed in today's scientific communities, going beyond the general approach of the CRC to impart additional knowledge and skills. The IRTG program provides the skills and knowledge needed to succeed in academia as well as in the non-academic job market.
An important aspect of the IRTG program is the monitoring and evaluation of our initiatives, facilitated by a formal evaluation process in conjunction with the Scientific Outreach Project (SOP) of the CRC. This ensures that our measures remain effective and adaptable. Following the most recent summative evaluation, changes are being implemented that will be carried over into the new funding period. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The IRTG strongly encourages direct communication among doctoral researchers involved in the CRC projects, equipping all IRTG members with comprehensive scientific, methodological, and organizational knowledge right from the beginning, enabling them to quickly grasp the essence of their individual projects and the overarching theme of the CRC. This approach ensures timely completion of their projects and theses, supported by team-based supervision that emphasizes interdisciplinary learning. During the booster phase a mentor guides the new doctoral researchers through the projects and laboratories, were they are provided with key papers to be discussed with fellow young researcher from each group. Mandatory basic courses (e.g. academic writing and good scientific practice) further assist the academic career start. IRTG activities are regularly organized, including scheduled seminars and retreats exclusively for early-stage researchers, invitations of guest scientists with subsequent discussions, participation in conferences and summer schools, field trips to other research institutions and recurring retreats. Furthermore, public outreach activities are an integral part of the IRTG. The doctoral researchers plan and organize these important events. External research stays are funded to allow for an international experience in another laboratory and networking. The newly-established Thesis Advisory Committee ensures close advising and mentoring of the IRTG docoral researchers, providing them with focused research discussions with experts, academic-writing experience and feedback in preparation of their dissertation and disputation. 
The IRTG collaborates with various institutions at Kiel University, which offer a wide range of lectures, workshops and general courses. In addition, specialized courses are offered in close exchange with the early-career researchers, which allow IRTG members to expand their knowledge. Equal opportunities and women's career advancement are prioritized by offering a combination of existing university- and CRC-organized courses and events. To this end, a Gender Equality Consortium has been formed at the Faculty of Engineering of Kiel University and the CRCs and research networks located there.
Ultimately, the core focus of the IRTG is to support doctoral researchers in achieving their scientific research goals, provide them with an exceptional educational experience, and prepare them for their future careers.
